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34 years at the New Jersey Department of Transportation

7 Years Director of Transportation Initiatives at PPS

Invested Career working at the community/agency interface

Bachelor s Engineering Stevens Institute of Technology 1973



38 Years of Placemaking

Â 50 U.S. States, 7 Canadian Provinces

Â 41 Countries

Â 2500 Communities

Â 2 Million visitors to our web sites 

(2009)

Â 35,000 people get our electronic 

newsletter
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We have been Building Transportation Through 

Communities, not communities through transportation

Slide courtesy of Dan Burden



The erosion of cities by 

automobiles proceeds as a 

kind of nibbling. Small 

nibbles at first but eventually 

hefty bites. A street is widened 

here, another is straightened 

there, a wide avenue is 

converted to one way flow and 

more land goes into parking. 

No one step in this process is 

in itself crucial but 

cumulatively the effect is 

enormous.  

Jane Jacobs, 1954
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Building communities is 

no longer our business
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Slide courtesy of Ian Lockwood, Glatting Jackson
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Proximity

Speed

Accessibility

Focus on high speed 

mobility

Slide Courtesy of Chris Sinclair, Renaissance Planning Group



PROJECT FOR PUBLIC SPACES

Slide courtesy of Ian Lockwood, Glatting Jackson
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So what do we do?



Five Steps to Build Communities Through Streets

Å Reallocate Street Space (aka Complete Streets)

Å Streets as Places not just vessels for vehicles

Å Tolerate Some Congestion

Å Rightsize Your Streets (Road Diets)

Å Build Connected Networks and Street Grid
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Complete Streets

A Complete Streetis safe, comfortable & 
convenient for travel by automobile, foot, 

bicycle, & transit regardless of age or ability

AARP Bulletin
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Traditional Highway Design Approach

Traffic Volume + Area Type (urban, rural) + Role in Network

Functional Classification

Design Speed + Design Vehicle

Alignment + Cross -Section + Intersection + Roadside
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Complete Streets 

An Approach for Accomodating All Users

Cars

Alignment + Cross -Section + Intersection + Roadside

Bikes

Pedestrians

Buses

Trucks/freight
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Is this a Complete Street?
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Proposed x -section alternatives on Foothill Blvd ïS side
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½ section curb to median south (school) side
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Soft surface trail and bike lane
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Sidewalk and bike lane
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Sidewalk
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new curb

6
bike

11 11.5
travel

Sidewalk, landscape buffer, and bike lane

median/CTLtravel

Sidewalk
shy zone

new curb

6
bike

Not Just Bike Lanes


